
Monthly Program 
General Membership Meeting 
Thursday, February 23, 2012, 7:00 p.m. 
Topic: Safari through Kenya 
Speaker: Alex Oloo 

Alex Oloo was born 
in Western Kenya by the 
shores of Lake Victoria. He 
attended school in Western 
Kenya and moved to the 
capital, Nairobi for high school 
where he developed a keen 
interest in nature and in Ornithology in particular. In college, Alex 
studied tour operations and administration and received a diploma in 
Ornithology. 

After graduation Alex worked with the Nairobi National 
Museum Ornithology Department taking charge of a number of 
areas including bird banding, skin preparation, staffing, and 
collecting blood samples from some bird species for DNA analysis. 

Later, he became a guideôs 
coordinator at the museum, 
training guides, guiding at the 
museum, and leading morning 
bird watching walks. Eventually, 
this expanded into freelance 
guiding with various tour 
companies.   

Alex joined Holbrook Travel as a tour leader where he has 
been leading Road Scholar groups, (formerly known as Elderhostel).   
 Memberships have included: Youth for Conservation, East 
Africa Wildlife Society, Nature Kenya, Arocha Kenya, and the Kenya 
Museum Society.  
 
 

You are invited to the SFVAS  
Annual Awards Banquet 
Friday, March 2, 2012, 6:00 p.m. 
Airtel Plaza Hotel, 7277 Valjean Avenue, Van Nuys. 

Join us for a special evening where we honor our 
2012 Conservation Award Recipient: Garry 
George, Chapter Network Director for Audubon 
California, (see page 5), along with Featured 
Speaker: Robert Kull, Author 

ñYears after losing his lower right leg in a motorcycle 
crash, Robert Kull traveled to a remote island in Patagoniaôs coastal 
wilderness with equipment and supplies to live alone for a year. With 
only a cat and his thoughts as companions, he wrestled with inner 
storms while the wild forces of nature raged around him. The 
physical challenges were immense, but the struggles of mind and 
spirit pushed him even further. 

Solitude: Seeking Wisdom in Extremes is the diary of 
Kullôs tumultuous year. Chronicling a life distilled to its essence, 
Solitude is also a philosophical meditation on the tensions between 
nature and technology, isolation and society. With humor and brutal 
honesty, Kull explores the pain and longing we typically avoid in our 
frantically busy lives as well as the peace and wonder that arise 
once we strip away our distractions. He describes the enormous 
Patagonia wilderness with poetic attention, transporting the reader 
directly into both his inner and outer experiences.ò-Book description 
from amazon.com. 
Send in the reservation form found on the 

back page TODAY! 

San Fernando Valley Audubon Societyõs General 
Membership Meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of the 
month (except July and August), at 7:00 p.m. We meet at the 
Encino Community Center, 4935 Balboa Blvd. Encino. See 
Calendar of Events, page 5, for directions. 
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2011 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 
Photo: Red-tailed Hawk & American Coot, 2011 CBC, Sepulveda Basin, by 
Mathew Tekulsky

Each and every bird count is a unique, 
momentary snapshot in time of the bird 
distribution and numbers here in the Valley or 

anywhere else. Many factors will serve to 
influence the final results: weather, lighting, effort expended, food 
availability, migration errors, nesting success, and area covered. 
Change the date and change the count results. The list could go on 
and on. Comparing one yearôs list with those of previous years is 
always tempting and frequently done but always at the risk of 
drawing incorrect conclusions. 
This yearôs count period included two weekends, one of which 

included Christmas Day while the second included New Years Day 
thus reducing the number of potential and available count date 
opportunities. In addition, as a map of count circles in California 
shows, the majority of counts occur in and around the densest 
population centers, hence the inevitable result being several counts 
with concurrent dates. Complete avoidance of such conflicts was 
unavoidable, hence paid participation fell from 40 two years ago, 38 
last year to 28 this year. These totals do not include feeder watchers 
or those who participated but did not pay the participation fee. 

Also reducing the number of species seen, individual bird 
sightings, and participants was the closure to entrance by the DWP, 
for the first time in 50 years, of Chatsworth Nature Preserve. The 
DWP property manager never gave a specific reason for the closure. 
Speculative reasons are many, complex, and not the subject of this 
article except to suggest that the closure was due to a toxic brew of 
political ineptitude and cronyism, institutional intransigence and 
expedience, changes in personnel and personalities, erroneous and 
misleading attitudes regarding Audubonôs aims and activities 
liberally seasoned with the most common of human failings and 
frailties. The loss of Chatsworth to the count 
undoubtedly explains the absence of all rails and 
Vesper Sparrows and the severely reduced 
numbers of Savannah Sparrows (139 last year, 
26 this year), meadowlarks (383 last year, 83 this 
year), plus half of last yearôs total of Loggerhead 
Shrikes. 

Prior to the events of September 11, 2001, 
Valley counters had access to the three large 
open spaces owned and managed by the DWP:  Encino Reservoir, 
the old Van Norman Reservoir, as well as Chatsworth Preserve. 
Security and the ongoing construction of filtration and chlorination 
facilities placed Encino Reservoir off limits. Encino remains a source 
of emergency water for the City. Now Chatsworth is also closed 
even though it hasnôt been part of the water system since before the 
Sylmar earthquake. Considering the circumstances, the count of 136 
species was quite respectable if not remarkable, but not what might 
have been if Chatsworth had been part of the count. 

Weather for December 18 couldnôt have been nicer. 
Temperatures ranged from the low 40ôs to low 60ôs with clear skies 
and negligible wind, a gorgeous day to be in the field. Three very 
good counts aided immensely in the overall count success: 
Sepulveda Basin recorded 82 species, a record for the area, Doug 
Martin and his counts of Veteranôs Park, El Cariso Park and golf 
course, and Sylmar/Lopez Wash and Basin resulted in 89 species, 
and Ron Melinôs early morning climb to the upper reaches of Bee 
Canyon and OôMelveny Park. Sepulveda had a very complete and 

comprehensive count of birds expected in the area at this time of 
year. To quote the line from the film Casablanca, if you ñround up 
the usual suspectsò you will do pretty well wherever you are and will 
have justified the time and effort in any count area. A Bullockôs 
Oriole was the only species which might be considered out of 
season or marginally unusual. The count also included two White-
fronted Geese, a Rossôs Goose, a complete collection of the 
expected grebes, including Clarkôs, all the usual herons, three 
species of sandpipers, most of the countôs White Pelicans, and a 
Peregrine Falcon. 
Veteranôs Park provided three species of sapsuckers: the 

Williamsonôs, Red-breasted, and Yellow-breasted. All had been 
reported by several observers prior to count day. Other noteworthy 
observations are almost too numerous to list but included Mountain 
Chickadees, Mountain Bluebirds, and a single Pine Siskin, and Barn 
Owl. Three Long-eared Owls came from the Sylmar/Lopez Canyon 
area. Doug summed up his report with ñWhat a great day!ò and 
considering his count, it certainly was. The remaining three Long-
eared Owls came from the Encino area where at least two have 
been part of the count since 2007. 

Note the countôs success with owls. Ron Melin, Tracy Drake, 
and company spent the early morning in the upper reaches of 
OôMelveny Park/Bee Canyon and found one Western Screech Owl, 
11 Great Horned Owls, and, their prize of the day, one Northern 
Pygmy Owl. Other sightings included 95 Acorn Woodpeckers, nine 
White-breasted Nuthatches, a Fox Sparrow, the only Phainopeplas, 
and four of the five Purple Finches recorded count day. 

Reseda Park pond has been refilled and now has floating 
islands supporting plant growth as well as signs around the shore 
promoting the prohibition of feeding the ducks by visitors. 

Regardless, the ducks and geese continue to be well 
fed by visitors and added to the dayôs count of Mallards, 
American Wigeon, Northern Shovelers, coots, and two 
of the four White-fronted Geese seen on the count. 
Pierce College continues to be an attraction for Canada 
Geese as 650 were added to the count from there. Also 
included were a variety of raptors and sparrows for a 
total species sum of 47. 

Counters in and around Hansen Dam accounted 
for sixty species including a Common Merganser and two of the 
dayôs three White-tailed Kites. Limekiln and Aliso Canyon counters 
accumulated thirty-one species including three of the six Orange-
crowned Warblers. Noteworthy omissions from this yearôs count, in 
addition to those previously mentioned regarding the Chatsworth 
closure, were the noticeable absence of vagrant or over-wintering 
warblers, and all vireos and pintails. High counts were achieved in 
the numbers of Lesser Goldfinches, Acorn Woodpeckers, White-
breasted Nuthatches, and Long-eared Owls. 

The compiler wishes to extend his thanks and appreciation for 
the time and effort of all those who took part in the fifty-third Valley 
bird count and a special thanks to those who collected participation 
fees, led groups, made out the forms and delivered them in a timely 
manner: Jim Moore, Kris Ohlenkamp, Carolyn Oppenheimer, Donna 
Timlin, Doug Martin, Ron Melin, Jim Abernathy, Aurelio Albaisa. All 
the participants and the several yard and feeder counters make the 

annual Christmas Bird Count possible. Thanks to you all. ðArthur 
Langton, compiler 
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2011 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT SPECIES SUMMARY 
Greater White-fronted Goose 4 

Snow Goose 1 
Ross's Goose 1 

Canada Goose 3,291 
Cackling Goose 25 

Mute Swan 4 
Wood Duck 1 

Gadwall 18 
American Wigeon 867 

Mallard 312 
Cinnamon Teal 5 

Northern Shoveler 181 
Green-winged Teal 2 

Canvasback 1 
Ring-necked Duck 54 

Lesser Scaup 1 
Bufflehead 37 

Hooded Merganser 22 
Common Merganser 1 

Ruddy Duck 237 
California Quail 77 

Pied-billed Grebe 82 
Horned Grebe 2 

Eared Grebe 5 
Western Grebe 39 

Clark's Grebe 1 
American White Pelican 41 

Double-crested Cormorant 309 
Great Blue Heron 21 

Great Egret 53 
Snowy Egret 40 

Green Heron 5 
Black-crowned Night Heron 26 

Turkey Vulture 16 
Osprey 5 

White-tailed Kite 3 
Northern Harrier 1 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 4 
Cooper's Hawk 13 

accipiter, species 2 
Red-shouldered Hawk 14 

Red-tailed Hawk 50 
American Kestrel 26 

Merlin 3 
Peregrine Falcon 3 

American Coot 1,736 
Killdeer 3 

Greater Yellowlegs 2 
Spotted Sandpiper 2 

Least Sandpiper 4 

Ring-billed Gull 119 
California Gull 65 

Western Gull 7 
gull, species 360 

Rock Pigeon 351 
Band-tailed Pigeon 25 

Eurasian Collared Dove 2 
Mourning Dove 519 

Yellow-chevroned Parakeet 18 
Nanday Parakeet 4 

parrot, species 6 
Greater Roadrunner 1 

Barn Owl 1 
Western Screech Owl 2 

Northern Pygmy Owl 1 
Great Horned Owl 13 

Long-eared Owl 6 
White-throated Swift 23 

Anna's Hummingbird 116 
Costa's Hummingbird 1 

Allen's Hummingbird 42 
Belted Kingfisher 4 

Acorn Woodpecker 124 
Williamson's Sapsucker 1 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 1 
Red-breasted Sapsucker 6 

Nuttall's Woodpecker 33 
Downy Woodpecker 1 

Northern (Red-shafted) Flicker 24 
Gray Flycatcher 1 

Black Phoebe 137 
Say's Phoebe 40 

Cassin's Kingbird 63 
Loggerhead Shrike 3 

Western Scrub Jay 107 
American Crow 134 

Common Raven 43 
Tree Swallow 8 

Violet-green Swallow 2 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow 7 

Mountain Chickadee 5 
Oak Titmouse 60 

Common Bushtit 471 
White-breasted Nuthatch 16 

Canyon Wren 6 
Rock Wren 7 

Bewick's Wren 40 
House Wren 13 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 97 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 12 
Western Bluebird 69 

Mountain Bluebird 4 
Hermit Thrush 12 

American Robin 33 
Wrentit 21 

Northern Mockingbird 46 
California Thrasher 19 

European Starling 543 
American Pipit 25 

Cedar Waxwing 91 
Phainopepla 4 

Orange-crowned Warbler 6 
Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) 
Warbler 1,193 
Common Yellowthroat 26 

Wilson's Warbler 1 
Spotted Towhee 63 

California Towhee 120 
Rufous-crowned Sparrow 16 

Chipping Sparrow 114 
Lark Sparrow 153 

Savannah Sparrow 26 
Fox Sparrow 1 

Song Sparrow 61 
Lincoln's Sparrow 11 

White-crowned Sparrow 413 
Golden-crowned Sparrow 21 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco 315 
Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco 3 

Red-winged Blackbird 127 
Western Meadowlark 83 

Brewer's Blackbird 377 
Brown-headed Cowbird 8 

Great-tailed Grackle 47 
blackbird, species 36 

Bullock's Oriole 1 
Purple Finch 5 

House Finch 582 
Pine Siskin 1 

Lesser Goldfinch 512 
American Goldfinch 279 

House Sparrow 77 

  TOTAL SPECIES 136 

INDIVIDUAL BIRDS COUNTED 16,346 

THANK YOU ALL 2011 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT PARTICIPANTS 
Jim Abernathy 
Aurelio Albaisa 
Pat Bates 
Carla Breitner 
Mimi Di Matteo 
Mary Ellen Dittman 
Tracy Drake 
Debbie Drews 
Claire Englund 
Jim Estes 

Barbara Heidemann 
Arthur Langton 
Rose Leibowitz 
Scott Logan 
Jarron Lucas 
Doug Martin 
Judy Matsuoka 
Ron Melin 
Jim Moore 
Ann Ohlenkamp 

Kris Ohlenkamp 
Carolyn Oppenheimer 
Mark Osokow 
Brenda Pfaff 
Judy Rothman 
Mathew Tekulsky 
Donna Timlin 
Gary Woolard 

 
Photo: Kris Ohlenkamp, Mathew Tekulsky, Pat 

Bates, & Ann Ohlenkamp. Taken by Brenda Pfaff. 
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2012 Annual Awards Banquet 

Conservation Award Recipient: Garry George  

After enjoying field trips with Nick & Mary Freeman, Garry started his non-profit career as 
a volunteer for Los Angeles Audubon in 2002 with his urban program KILL YOUR LAWN 
to reduce water use and create habitat with native plants for birds and other wildlife. From 
2004ð2008 he served as the chapterôs first Executive Director and Conservation Chair 
creating conservation, education and outreach programs for endangered species in Los 
Angeles County (Western Snowy Plover and California Least Tern), assembling and 
publishing a list of Sensitive Species of Los Angeles County with a panel of noted 
biologists, ornithologists and advocates, and forging a relationship between a California 
State ParkðBaldwin Hills Scenic Overlook State Parkðand an Audubon chapter to 
provide docents and nature education as well as restoration for an urban park. 

He was elected to the Audubon California Board of Directors in 2004 as representative for 
the 12 chapters of Audubon in Southern California and served on the Conservation and 
Marketing Committees and as Chair of the Chapter Committee. He left the Audubon 
California Board in 2008 to accept his current position as Chapter Network Director for 

Audubon California where he oversees Audubon Californiaôs relationship with the 48 chapters of Audubon throughout California. 
In 2011 he was also appointed Renewable Energy Project Director and he leads the state program in renewable energy projects 
and policies.   

He has been very engaged on behalf of Audubon California in many conservation stakeholder processes including the California 
Energy Commission process that created the California Guidelines for Reducing Impacts to Birds and Bats from Wind Energy 
Development adopted in 2007, and currently represents Audubon California on the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation 
Plan stakeholder process. 

Garry still serves as Conservation Chair of Los Angeles Audubon Society and is active in local conservation and environmental 
issues including serving his district on Assembly Speaker Karen Bassô Environment Commission from 2008ð2010 and 
advocating for Southern California birds and habitat at the Coastal Commission, LA County Planning Commission and other 
permitting and policy setting agencies. 

 

Phainopepla Photo of the Month by Jeff Sacks 

This Mandarin Duck was photographed early in 
January 2011 by Jeff Sacks, an area member of the 
National Audubon Society. Jeff, a retired marketing 
consultant, got this shot while walking his dog. He saw a 
Mandarin in the same spot the previous January, also, 
and was hoping it would return this year. He used a 
Canon T2i, with a Tamron 70τ300mm zoom lens on a 
full automatic setting. 

Please submit your photos to 
Lynn.Maddox@sfvaudubon.org. Only one picture per 
photographer per month please! Ideally, the picture will be 
taken within our area and the information will include the 
location and the date it was taken, what camera and lens was 

used, a short account of how the picture was taken, and profile of the photographer. Good shooting! Thanks, Lynn. 

  

mailto:Lynn.Maddox@sfvaudubon.org
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Calendar of Events 
Saturday, February 4. Castaic Lake Bird Walk. 8:00 a.m.ð
12:00 p.m. Directions: Take closest freeway to I-5 North and 
exit at Parker Road. Turn right and proceed to stop sign 
(Castaic Road), proceed to next stop sign (Lake Hughes 
Road), proceed to next stop sign (Castaic Lake Drive) and turn 
right. Entrance to the park is on the right. Parking is in Lot 4, so 
make a right turn after the kiosk, then an immediate left turn 
into the lot, parking to the left. Leader: Roger McClure. For 
information, contact the staff at (661) 257-4050. 

Sunday, February 5. Sepulveda Basin Bird Walk. 8:00 a.m. 
Directions: Exit the San Diego Freeway (I-405) on Burbank 
Blvd. Go west about one-half mile to Woodley Avenue and turn 
right (north). Travel about one-half mile to the second possible 
right turn (at sign for the Water Reclamation Plant and 
Japanese Garden). Turn right and go east about one-half mile 
to Wildlife Area parking at the end of the road. Leader: Kris 
Ohlenkamp. Contact him at kris.ohlenkamp@sfvaudubon.org 
or (747) 444-9683. 

Saturday, February 11. Beginners and Family Bird Walk. 
9:00ð11:00 a.m. Come on out for a fun bird walk at Sepulveda 
Basin! These popular walks are designed for beginning birders 
and school-age children. Directions: Exit the San Diego 
Freeway (I-405) on Burbank Blvd. Go west about one-half mile 
to Woodley Avenue and turn right (north). Travel about one-
half mile to the second possible right turn (at sign for the Water 
Reclamation Plant and Japanese Garden). Turn right and go 
east about one-half mile to Wildlife Area parking at the end of 
the road. Meet across the road from the parking lot at the low 
buildings. Leader(s): Muriel Kotin, (310) 457-5796 or Linda 
Jones, (818) 831-6061. Reservations are not needed except 
for large groups. Rain cancels. Please visit our website 
www.sfvaudubon.org. 

Saturday, February 11. Placerita Canyon Nature Center 
Docentsõ Bird Walk. 8:00 a.m. Directions: Take the 405 or 5 
Freeway north to the 14 Freeway. Exit the 14 at Placerita 
Canyon. Turn right at the end of the off ramp and continue 
about 1.5 miles to the park entrance. Turn right and park at the 
Nature Center. Various leaders. For more information, call the 
Nature Center at (661) 259-7721. 

Sunday, February 12. Descanso Gardens Bird Walk. 8:00 
a.m. Meet at the first wide place after entering the gardens. 
Admission is FREE for early birders. Located at 1418 
Descanso Drive, La Cañada. Leader: Karen Johnson or Nancy 
Herron Knode. For more information, contact Dottie 
Ecker,(818)790-0659. 

Friday, February 17ñMonday, February 20. Great 
Backyard Bird Count. Sponsored by The Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology and National Audubon. To participate go to 
www.birdcount.org.  

Saturday, February 18. Monthly Field Trip: Private Game 
Preserve, Oxnard. 8:00 a.m. An excellent spot to observe a 
wide variety of birds including waterfowl, wetland birds, and 
raptors. IMPORTANTðWe will be birding the preserve entirely 
on foot, as vehicles are not allowed out on the habitat roads. 
Covering the circuit will probably require 4+ hours. Also, no 
parking is allowed inside the preserve compoundéour cars 
must be parked on the left (north) side of the paved road 
outside the compound. Directions: From the 101 Freeway take 
the Las Posas Road exit south (left), then Hueneme Road 
west (right) to Casper Road. Turn south (left) on Casper Road 
and continue to where the road eventually turns left through a 
large entrance gate and leads to the preserve compound. We 
will meet at the compound at 8 a.m. Bring lunch and drinking 
water. Allow one hour and fifteen minutes driving time from the 
Valley. Leader is Richard Barth (310) 276-0342.  

Saturday, February 18. Santa Monica Mts. Conservancy 
Bird Walk at Towsley Canyon. 8:00ð10:00 a.m. Directions: 
Go north on I-5 through Santa Clarita, exit Calgrove and turn 
west (left) under the freeway and then left again on the Old 
Road. Watch for the sign, ñEd Davis Park at Towsley Canyon.ò 
Turn right and park in the back lot. Meet at the kiosk. Leader: 
Roger McClure. For further information, call (661) 252-6187. 

Sunday, February 19. Malibu Creek State Park Bird Walk. 
8:00 a.m. Meet at the second (lower) day-use parking lot. 
Entrance to the park is on the west side of Las Virgenes Road, 
just south of Mulholland Hwy. Entrance fee is $12 per car. 
Leader(s): Muriel Kotin, muriel.kotin@sfvaudubon.org, (310) 
457-5796, and/or Art Langton, (818) 887-0973. 

Tuesday, February 21. OõMelveny Weekday Walk at 
OõMelveny Park, Granada Hills. 9:00 a.m. Directions: Take 
the 118/Ronald Reagan Freeway and exit at Balboa Blvd. Turn 
north, driving two miles to Sesnon, turn left going west 0.6 
miles, turn right at park entrance. Meet in the parking lot. RAIN 
CANCELS. Contact Carolyn Oppenheimer at, (818) 885-7493, 
or carolyn.oppenheimer@sfvaudubon.org with any questions 
(before 7 p.m.)  

Thursday, February 23. General Membership Meeting. 7:00 
p.m. Encino Community Center, 4935 Balboa Blvd., Encino. 
Located between Moorpark and Ventura Blvd., on the west 
side of Balboa, just south of the Presbyterian Church. Join us 
for an interesting evening with speaker Alex Oloo whose topic 
will be òSafari through Kenya.ó For more information see 
Monthly Program, page one. 

Sunday, February 26. Descanso Gardens Bird Walk. 8:00 
a.m. See February 12 for details. 

 

 

February 

mailto:kris.ohlenkamp@sfvaudubon.org
http://www.birdcount.org/
file:///C:/Users/Rebecca/Dropbox/muriel.kotin@sfvaudubon.org
mailto:Carolyn.oppenheimer@sfvaudubon.org
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   Calendar 
Friday, March 2. SFVAS Annual Awards Banquet. 6:00 
p.m. Cocktails, 7:00 p.m. Dinner. Join us as we honor 2012 
Conservation Award Recipient: Garry George. With 
Featured Speaker: Robert Kull, author. Location: Airtel Plaza 
Hotel, 7277 Valjean Avenue, Van Nuys. Make sure to send in 
your order form for reservations, by February 24, found on the 
back page. For more information, contact Chairperson Jeanne 
Polak-Recht, at (818) 360-1438. 

Saturday, March 3. Castaic Lake Bird Walk. 8:00ð12:00 
a.m. See February 4 for details. 

Sunday, March 4. Sepulveda Basin Bird Walk. 8:00 a.m. 
See February 5 for details. 

Tuesday, March 6. Antelope Valley Audubon Committee 
will hold its Quarterly Meeting. 6:00 p.m. The Prime Desert 
Woodland Preserve in the Elyze Clifford Interpretive Center, at 
43201 35th Street W, Lancaster. Contact Linda Edwards or 
Vern Benhart, (661) 948-8524. Program posted on 
www.avaudubon.com. 

Saturday, March 10. FINAL Beginners and Family Bird 
Walk of the season! 9:00ð11:00 a.m. Come on out for a fun 
bird walk at Sepulveda Basin! These popular walks are 
designed for beginning birders and school-age children. 
Directions: Exit the San Diego Freeway (I-405) on Burbank 
Blvd. Go west about one-half mile to Woodley Avenue and turn 
right (north). Travel about one-half mile to the second possible 
right turn (at sign for the Water Reclamation Plant and 
Japanese Garden). Turn right and go east about one-half mile 
to Wildlife Area parking at the end of the road. Meet across the 
road from the parking lot at the low buildings. Leader(s): Muriel 
Kotin, (310) 457-5796 or Linda Jones, (818) 831-6061. 
Reservations are not needed except for large groups. Rain 
cancels. Please visit our website www.sfvaudubon.org. 

Saturday, March 10. Placerita Canyon Nature Center 
Docentsõ Bird Walk. 8:00 a.m. See February 11 for details. 

Sunday, March 11. Descanso Gardens Bird Walk. 8:00 a.m. 
See February 12 for details. 

Saturday, March 17ñ18. Monthly Field Trip: Morro Bay 
Weekend! The first day, Saturday, March 17, we will meet in 
the parking lot on the near (inland) side of Morro Rock at 8:00 
a.m. The second day, Sunday, March 18, we will meet at the 
Montana de Oro State Park Headquarters/Visitor Center at 
8:00 a.m. Our species tally is usually very high on this trip. 
Pigeon Guillemot and Chestnut-backed Chickadee are 
expected. Directions from the San Fernando Valley: Take the 
101 Freeway to San Luis Obispo and then follow Route 1 north 
to the town of Morro Bay. Allow at least four hours driving time 
from the Valley. Bring lunch and drinks. Be prepared for 
possible inclement weather, and remember that the central 
coast can be quite chilly in the mornings. Make camping or 
motel reservations as soon as possible. Leader is Richard 
Barth (310) 276-0342. 

Saturday, March 17. Santa Monica Mts. Conservancy Bird 
Walk at Towsley Canyon. 8:00ð10:00 a.m. See February 18 
for more details. 

Sunday, March 18. Malibu Creek State Park Bird Walk. 8:00 
a.m. See February 19 for more details. 

Tuesday, March 20. OõMelveny Weekday Walk at 
OõMelveny Park, Granada Hills. 9:00 a.m. See February 21 
for more details. 

No General Membership Meeting in March-Join us for the 
Awards Banquet Friday, March 2. 

Sunday, March 25. Descanso Gardens Bird Walk. 8:00 a.m. 
See February 12 for details. 

Monday, March 26. SFVAS Board Meeting. 7:00 p.m. 
Balboa Mission Town Hall, 16916 San Fernando Mission Blvd., 
at Balboa (southeast corner) in Granada Hills. 

Future Field Trips: (Details later) 
April 28  Morongo Valley  
May 12  Walker Ranch and Placerita Canyon Park 
 

Audubon-at-Home Mailbox by Alan Pollack 
Please e-mail Alan Pollack, our Audubon-at-Home Chair, with any questions you have with 
regard to creating a wildlife-friendly garden that can be used for publication. Alan offers 
FREE consultation/landscape design to help you make your yard wildlife friendly. He also 
gives a FREE, PowerPoint slide show/lecture to community groups, high school, and 
college classes on attracting wildlife to your garden and sustainable gardening practices. 
He can be contacted at (818) 340-2347 or at alan.pollack@sfvaudubon.org. 

Photo: 2011 CBC Sepulveda Basin, Ann Ohlenkamp, Kris 
Ohlenkamp, Pat Bates, Brenda Pfaff, taken by Mathew Tekulsky 

March 

http://www.avaudubon.com/
http://www.sfvaudubon.org/
file:///C:/Users/Rebecca/Documents/Phaino%20Drafts/alan.pollack@sfvaudubon.org
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Bosque del Apache: A Winter Birding Spectacle by Heather Medvitz, photos by Richard Medvitz 

New Mexico offers an exciting array of migratory and resident birds at this time of year along with beautiful countryside. 

Jim Moore, former SFVAS President, organized a wonderful trip there at the end of December. Fifteen Audubon members from 

several southern California chapters participated by caravanning in 

four cars. 

On December 29 we began by visiting Rio Grande Preserve 

near Albuquerque where we spotted 37 species, including 50 Wood 

Ducks and three races of Dark-eyed Junco; Oregon, Pink-sided, and 

Gray-headed as well as a Northern Shrike. Moving on to bird Sandia 

Peak, we saw all three Rosy-Finches; Gray-crowned, Brown-capped, 

and the Black Rosy Finch, all well-viewed at feeders, along with Red 

and White-breasted Nuthatches, Stellerôs Jays and others.  

At Bo Alcottôs House near Santa Fe we found another 17 

species including a Common Redpoll which was seen by others in this 

location for about a week.  

December 30 we began by birding Las Vegas National 

Wildlife Refuge outside of Las Vegas, New Mexico and found 38 

species. Raptors were found in abundance here, including a Golden Eagle, three Bald Eagles, 

three Ferruginous Hawks, a Rough-legged Hawk, a Northern Harrier, six Red-tailed Hawks, three 

American Kestrels, one Merlin, and a Great-horned Owl.   

We visited Bernardo Wildlife Management Area outside of Socorro, twice. Greater Road 

Runners were a highlight here. Bosque del Apache, near Socorro, was a great spot to spend 

December 31 and January 1. Fifty-seven species were seen here on December 31 including an 

estimated 10,000 Snow Geese, 1,000 Rossôs Geese and 200 Canada Geese along with an 

estimated 7,500 Sandhill Cranes. The fly-ins to the water at night and morning fly-outs to feeding 

grounds were breathtaking and were accompanied by the calls of thousands of geese and cranes. 

An added surprise just before dusk was a bush alongside the road containing three Lark-buntings. 

The second day a White-throated Sparrow was 

seen at feeders. 

Our final birding spot was Tingley BeachB̍osque Ponds at Bernalillo 

near Albuquerque where we found a nice variety of ducks in good numbers 

although we did not find the Rusty Blackbirds that had been seen there the day 

before.   

Jim Moore planned this trip well and all participants had a great time. 

New Mexico is very picturesque in winter as well as being filled with abundant 

numbers and species of birds. Jim has done this trip before and opened it to 

interested parties so watch for it in future years.   

  

Snow Goose 

Sandhill Crane 
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Birdathon 2012 
 As many members know, our main fundraising event of the year is the Spring Birdathon. This year it 

will run from mid-April to mid-May. There will be articles in the April Phainopepla about our chapter activities, 
including our outreach to school children, and running costs.  

  During the Birdathon time, there will be several events. Bird-walkers will conduct walks during which the number of 
species spotted is recorded and sponsors will donate according to the number of species. There will also be another Childrenõs 
Birdathon (scheduled for Sunday, May 12). For this event, families are encouraged to seek sponsors for the junior birder, who 
will identify and count species and then collect the donations from the sponsors. If you have a child, grandchild, neighbor, or 
friend who might enjoy this, do bring him or heré the families that participated last year enjoyed it immensely. There will also be 
a ñBig Sitò, place and time to be confirmed, but keep Saturday, May 11 free! If you enjoy birding, it will be an opportunity to 
picnic in a bird rich environment, enjoy the company of other birders, count species and contribute to our fundraising. 
  In previous years, a fundraising letter has been sent out a few days before the Birdathon month begins. This year, in 
the interest of allowing as much of the donation as possible to go to our activities, the information will all be published in the 
Phainopepla and on our Website www.sfvaudubon.org. A return envelope and the sponsor form will be enclosed with the 
newsletter. I hope you will feel able to support us, and please donôt make me ñBig Sitò alone! 

The Great Backyard Bird Count 

February 17ñ20, 2012 
Bird watchers coast to coast are invited to take part in the 

15th annual Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC), February 17ð20, 
2012. Participants in this FREE event will join tens of thousands of 
volunteers of all levels of birding experience to count birds in their 
own backyards, local parks, or wildlife refuges. 

Anyone can take part in the GBBC, from novice bird 
watchers to experts. Participants count birds for as little as 15 
minutes (or as long as they wish) on one or more days of the event 
and report their sightings online at www.birdcount.org. For more 
information about the GBBC, visit the website at www.birdcount.org. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
This year the Festival will again offer a lineup of over 70 outings and 

presentations, including events for beginners and children.   

www.pointreyesbirdingfestival.org 

Membership SFVAS is pleased to welcome the following new members. We hope you will get involved 

with our many field trips and activities. Please contact Rose Leibowitz, Membership Chair, with any questions at 
rose.leibowitz@sfvaudubon.org.  
Local: 

Sydelle Freeman 
Nancy Vanderheide 

National:  
David Aaron 
Gaby & Anika Abdou 
Diana Abrams 
Bobbi Agor 
Joanne Aloni 
Lois Andrews 
Shelley Arlen 
Mary Bailie 
Barbara Ball 
Rita Banul 
G.E. Barden 
Mary Bartlett 
Stephen & Sandi Bell 
Barbara Bettinelli 
Kathie Bickers 
Arely Bonilla 
Adrianne Brabant 
Marcy M. Bridge 

R.R. Burton 
Russell Burton 
Madeleine Butcher 
Neal F. Carlos 
Norma Carroll 
Susan Carvalho 
Judith Cierler 
Barbara Claman 
Amelia Coney 
Charles Cooke 
N. Crawford 
Edward Culhane 
Kay Curry 
Deedee Daniel 
Norma Daughenbaugh 
Janet Dillingham 
Maryann Dobbs 
Sarah Edwards 
Vinai Ekstrom 
Marga Falkenbach 
Anna G. Farrell 
Jim D. Fermo 

Nadine Fitzsimons 
Elena Flores 
Barry Foose 
Maritza Gentry 
Dennis Gherardi 
Mr & Mrs A.M. Grnuer 
Gary Goldsmith 
Eileen Goodkofsky 
Haig Gourdikian 
George Gray 
Opal Guffey 
Joan Handzel 
Karen Hansen 
Connie Hanstedt 
Lela B. Harner 
Seymour Hartman 
Elke Heitmeyer 
James Heller 
Douglas Hileman 
Brenda Hollingsworth 
Phyl Holmes 
Catherine Horton 

Miriam House 
Annmarie Hunter 
Ute Iaconis 
M.K. Igo 
B.A.J Skinner 
Deborah Jenkins 
Steve Jones 
Denise Joseph 
Cindy Kalbern 
Heidi Kari 
Patrick Kenney 
Bradford King 
Leisa Korn 
Lorraine Kramer 
Jerome Kritt 
Mary Kroninger 
Lois Leafman 
Anne Leff 
Alta Linnae 
Larry MacLaren 
Bob B. McWeeny 
Sally Melcher 

Barbara J. Menke 
Albert G. Miller 
Marilyn Minkle 
Barbara Minnick 
Brian Minto 
William G. Mir 
Judy Mockler 
Robert Mona 
Arlene Monnar 
Anthony Muirhead 
Anne M. Mulligan 
Elaine Nieves 
Alan Okita 
D. Oldham 
Richard & Pamela Still 
Gaynor Peet 
Roz Pepper 
Bob Perches 
Helen Perlmutter 
Sandra Robinson 
Jacqueline Rogers-

Engel 

Smith Russell 
Shirley L. Laia 
Shelly Samborsky 
Pauline Saterbo 
Donald Schrameck 
Paul E. Seitz 
Merces Silvet 
George Slotnick 
Keiko Stadler 
Carol Stitz 
Clara Thoms 
Proserpina Ticsay 
Harlene Weaver 
Joe Weider 
Nancy S. Wells 
Mrs. Susan White 
Bill Wolf 
Glenn Wolfe 
Theresa Wroblewski 
Angelos Youssef 
Elinor Zinnato 

http://www.sfvaudubon.org/
http://www.birdcount.org./
http://www.birdcount.org/
http://www.pointreyesbirdingfestival.org/
mailto:rose.leibowitz@sfvaudubon.org
http://cornell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b35ddb671faf4a16c0ce32406&id=c892fa47b4&e=be86ff07ea

