
  

 

 
 

 

Published by the  

San Fernando Valley Audubon Society  

A Chapter of the National Audubon Society  

    Vol. 65 No. 5                                                                                           October / November 2014 
Monthly 
Program 

Thursday, October 
23, 2014, 7: 00 p.m.  
Encino Community 
Center  

Speaker: Mathew Tekulsky, author and bird 

photographer 

Topic: Backyard Photography 

Fans of birdwatching will rejoice with Backyard Bird 
Photography (Skyhorse Publishing, 2014), a guide for learning 
how to set up your backyard in order to take the best 
photographs of your local birds. In addition to guiding you 
through the first steps of setting up your plantings and 
birdfeeders, this book describes the types of photographic 
equipment you will need to get just the right image; how to 
maneuver yourself into just the right position to create a quality 
bird photograph; how to compose your shots for the greatest 
visual effect; and how to use more advanced techniques such 
as macro lenses and external flash techniques. 

Author and bird photographer Mathew Tekulsky 
breaks down the challenges of photographing these beautiful 
creatures and explains how utilizing your own natural 
surroundings can create stunning images that rival those taken 
in the wild. Tekulsky explains that when your garden is set up 
as a tiny oasis for these feathered friends—with the right 
foliage, water sources, and feeders—then your backyard will 
be frequented by a variety of species on any given day. With 
tips for gaining the bird’s trust and for composition, every 
photograph will come out a stunner. 

Mathew Tekulsky is the author of Backyard Bird 
Photography, The Hummingbird Garden, and The Butterfly 
Garden, among other books. He is also the author of The 
Birdman of Bel Air, a column at NationalGeographic.com 

featuring essays about his birding experiences. His bird 
photographs have been published in field guides and have 
been displayed in galleries and museums. The Roger Tory 
Peterson Institute of Natural History will exhibit his backyard 
bird images from January 13 through March 8, 2015.  

 

SFVAS General Membership Meetings are held on the fourth 

Thursday of the month (except July, August, and November). ALL 

ARE WELCOME. We meet at the Encino Community Center, 4935 

Balboa Blvd. Encino. See Calendar of Events, pages 4—6, for 

directions. 

You are invited to the 

San Fernando Valley Audubon Society 

Conservation Awards Banquet  
Honoree and Speaker: Lewis MacAdams, 

President and Founder of FoLAR, Friends of the 

LA River 

Service Award Recipient: Dottie Ecker, 

Descanso Bird Station Leader  
 

Friday, November 7, 2014 

6:00 Raffle and Silent Auction 

7:00 pm Dinner is served 

“Monterey at Encino” 16821 Burbank Blvd. 

Encino, CA 91436 

The cost is $45.00 including tax and tip, if your 

purchase your ticket before October 15. After 

October 15 the cost will be $50.00. 

Pay Online via PayPal at our Website: 

www.SFVAudubon.org.The button can be found on the 

Merchandise Page. You can also mail the form, found 

on the back page, along with your check. Reservations 

will be held at the door. 

 

http://www.sfvaudubon.org/
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Conservation Award Recipient–Lifetime 
Achievement: 

Lewis MacAdams, President, FoLAR 

In 1991, five years after co-founding 
the Friends of the Los Angeles River 
(FoLAR), Lewis MacAdams received 
the San Fernando Valley Audubon 
Society’s Annual Conservation Award 
for his efforts to revitalize and restore 
the Los Angeles River. He has become 
the River’s most important and 
influential advocate. Twenty-three 
years later we celebrate his continuing 
successes in attaining those goals with 

our first “Lifetime Conservation Achievement” award.   

His passion, persuasiveness, and dedication to the mission of FoLAR 
have proven to be the essential elements necessary to succeed in 
City of Los Angeles and federal agencies coming to a point where a 
revitalization of a large part of the L.A. River is within our grasp. This 
revitalization project, the ARBOR Project, will provide additional 
habitat and recreational facilities for the health of wildlife species as 
well as L.A.’s diverse human population. 

FoLAR, a non-profit, was founded to protect and restore the natural 
and historic heritage of the Los Angeles River and its riparian habitat 
through inclusive planning, education and wise stewardship. The 
organization leads the annual river clean up, also known as La Gran 
Limpieza, and has been a vital player in efforts to reclaim the river 
and develop more open, green space. 

MacAdams is the current president of FoLAR and served as Chair of 
the Board of Directors for over twenty years. He is an accomplished 
poet, journalist, filmmaker, and political activist. He calls his work for 
the river a "40 Year Art Work" to bring the river "back to life" through 
revitalization and education. Lewis said, “One night, not long after I 
first moved to Los Angeles, I was on my way to the bus stop when I 
first saw the L.A. River; I knew I would be involved in it for the rest of 
my life.” Recently, "I’m really beginning to feel like this is going to 
happen in my lifetime—at least the beginnings of taking out the 
concrete," he said. 

The river 
is a rigorous mistress, 
but when you tickle her 
with your deeds, you can hear laughter 
from beneath her concrete corset. 
            -Lewis MacAdams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dottie Ecker:  Service 
Awardee to be Honored at 
Banquet   

When asked about her beginning 
involvement at the Descanso Bird 
Station, Dottie Ecker described her 

unusual entre to birding. She had been a passive member of San 
Fernando Valley Audubon and Pasadena Audubon when, in 1986 
she had back surgery and was not allowed to walk and was required 
to have strict bed rest for six weeks. During that time, her son rigged 
up a bird feeder for her to watch from the window. She also had a 
bird book that had been her aunt’s. During her six-week exile, Dottie 
vowed that if she could ever walk again, she would start going to the 
bird walks at Descanso Gardens. That was the beginning of Dottie’s 
active life of bird watching.   

Eventually, Dottie was asked to lead bird walks at Descanso 
Gardens. When Dorothy Tidwell, the Descanso Bird Station leader 
was no longer able to do the job, Dottie Ecker was again asked to 
increase her involvement by taking over the running of the Bird 
Station. Sometime in the 1990s Dottie became a SFVAS Board 
Member, a position she still holds today. Dottie is a regular attendee 
at board meetings and general meetings. She has participated in 
many San Fernando Valley and Pasadena Audubon sponsored bird 
walks and continues to attend and support all of our Audubon events. 
In addition, Dottie has done a number of international birding trips. 

 

Notes from the President 
Welcome back from our summer downtime. We are moving 

into a very busy fall and there are many opportunities for 
involvement. Mark your calendars for one or more of our walks 
and our October general membership meeting. 

Also notice our big upcoming events that will be worth 
attending. The Bird Fest at King Gillette Ranch on Saturday, October 
18 should be wonderful and our annual Conservation Award Banquet 
on Friday, November 7. It is the one time of the year when we get 
dressed up and celebrate our colleagues who do so much for the 
environment and for the chapter. Please come and join us! There is 
also an activity for wearing your oldest clothes, a cleanup at Lake 
Balboa on Sunday, October 26 courtesy of member Nathan Duvall 
who is organizing it. 

Thank you to the people who have inquired about the next 
New Birders Group. It will be held in early 2015 and there will be 
more information in the next copy of the Phainopepla. We would love 
to hear from any member who might like to help us with our 
membership administration. It involves use of Excel and Mail Chimp. 
If you have knowledge we could use to make us more efficient 
please contact Lynn Maddox, our membership chair.  

Save the date for our Christmas Bird Count on December 
20 with an evening holiday potluck to share the results. 

Meanwhile, bird numbers have been low the last few 
months, a combination of the normal summer slough and the 
drought. However the next two months should see the return of many 
migrants and is a great season to get out there and look for them!—
Rose Leibowitz, President 
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Field Guide to the Future: Half of 
North America’s Birds at Risk from 
Global Warming 

Half of the bird species in the continental 
United States and Canada are threatened by 
global warming. Many of these species could go 
extinct without decisive action to protect their 
habitats and reduce the severity of global 
warming. That’s a startling conclusion reached 
by Audubon scientists in a new study. 

Here in California, birds threatened by 
global warming include the Allen’s Hummingbird, 
Clark’s Grebes and the Tricolored Blackbird. 

Of 558 bird species examined in the study 
314 are at risk. Of those 126 species are at risk 
of severe declines by 2050 and a further 188 
species face the same fate by 2080, with 
numerous extinctions possible if global warming 
is allowed to erase the havens birds occupy 
today. 

“The greatest threat our birds face today is 
global warming,” said Audubon Chief Scientist 
Gary Langhan, who led the investigation. “That’s 
our unequivocal conclusion after seven years of 
painstakingly careful and thorough research. 
Global warming threatens the basic fabric of life 
on which birds – and the rest of us – depend, 
and we have to act quickly and decisively to 
avoid catastrophe for them or us.” 

To understand the link between where birds 
live and the climatic conditions that support 
them, Langham and other Audubon 
ornithologists analyzed more than 40 years of 
historic North American climate data and millions 
of historic bird records from the US Geological 
Survey’s North American Breeding Bird Survey 
and the Audubon Christmas Bird Count, 
Understanding those links then allows scientists to project where birds are likely to be able to survive – and not survive – in the future. 

The study offers and invaluable new way for Audubon to discuss and address global warming by bringing the issue into backyards and 
neighborhoods across America. It also reveals areas that are likely to remain stable for birds even as climate changes, enabling Audubon to 
identify “stronghold” areas that birds will need to survive in the future. 

The result is a roadmap for bird conservation in coming decades in a warming climate. The study provides a key entry point for Audubon’s 
greater engagement on the urgent issue of global warming. Responding to the magnitude of the threat to our birds, Audubon is greatly 
expanding its climate initiative, aiming to engage a larger and more diverse set of voices in support of protecting birds. 

Solutions will include personal choices to conserve energy and create backyard bird habitat, local action to create community climate 
action plans, state-based work to increase rooftop solar and energy efficiency, and our work in Important Bird Areas and other efforts to protect 
and expand bird habitats. For more information, visit Audubon.org/Climate 

 

  

Male Red-winged blackbirds 
are striking in appearance, red 
shoulder patch, with yellow 
border. Females are plain 
brown- streaked. Habitat: 
marshes & meadows. Seen in 
Chatsworth Nature Preserve 
Ecology Pond marsh on cattails 
& reeds. Range from southern 
Alaska-northern Canada to 
Mexico, coast-to-coast.  

Red-winged blackbird  
Agelaius phoeniceus  

 

Male Tricolored blackbirds are 
black with a red shoulder patch, 
white border. Females are 
blackish-brown streaked. Habitat: 
Marshes and grasslands. Rare 
species, range: California. In 70 
years population decline is 80% 
due to loss of habitat. Nest in 
CNP last seen 2006. CA Fish & 
Wildlife: Species of special 

concern. Priority 1  

Tricolored Blackbird  
Agelaius tricolor  

 

Artwork by Carla Bollinger 
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Calendar of Events 
Saturday, October 4. Castaic Lake Bird 
Walk. 8:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Directions: 
Take closest freeway to I-5 North and exit 

at Parker Road. Turn right and proceed to stop sign (Castaic 
Road), proceed to next stop sign (Lake Hughes Road), proceed 
to next stop sign (Castaic Lake Drive) and turn right. Entrance 
to the park is on the right. Parking is in Lot 4, so make a right 
turn after the kiosk, then an immediate left turn into the lot, 
parking to the left. Leader: Roger McClure. For information, 
contact the staff at (661) 257-4050. 

Sunday, October 5. Sepulveda Basin Bird Walk. 8:00 a.m. 
Directions: Exit the San Diego Freeway (I-405) on Burbank 
Blvd. Go west about one-half mile to Woodley Avenue and turn 
right (north). Travel about one-half mile to the second possible 
right turn (at sign for the Water Reclamation Plant and 
Japanese Garden). Turn right and go east about one-half mile 
to Wildlife Area parking at the end of the road. Leader: Kris 
Ohlenkamp. Contact him at kris.ohlenkamp@sfvaudubon.org or 
(747) 444-9683.  

Saturday, October 11. Season Opener! Beginners and 

Family Bird Walk. 9:00–11:00 a.m. Come on out for a fun bird 
walk at Sepulveda Basin! These popular walks, designed for 
beginning birders and school-age children, are resuming for the 
current cool season. Directions: Exit the San Diego Freeway (I-
405) on Burbank Blvd. Go west about one-half mile to Woodley 
Avenue and turn right (north). Travel about one-half mile to the 
second possible right turn (at sign for the Water Reclamation 
Plant and Japanese Garden). Turn right and go east about one-
half mile to Wildlife Area parking at the end of the road. Meet 
across the road from the parking lot at the low buildings. 
Leader(s): Muriel Kotin, (310) 457-5796 or Diana Keeney, (818) 
998-3216. Reservations are not needed except for large groups. 
Rain cancels. Please visit our website www.sfvaudubon.org. 

Saturday, October 11. Placerita Canyon Nature Center 
Docents’ Bird Walk. 8:00 a.m. Directions: Take the 405 or 5 
Freeway north to the 14 Freeway. Exit the 14 at Placerita 
Canyon. Turn right at the end of the off ramp and continue 
about 1.5 miles to the park entrance. Turn right and park at the 
Nature Center. Various leaders. For more information, call the 
Nature Center at (661) 259-7721. 

Sunday, October 12. (2nd Sunday of the Month) Wildwood 
Canyon Birdwalk, Glendale. 9:00–11:00 a.m. Directions: 
From  the I 5 Northbound: Take Exit 146A toward Olive Avenue 
merge onto E. Angeleno Avenue and turn left onto S. First 
Street, then take the first right onto E. Olive Avenue. Continue 
1.2 miles and turn left onto N. Sunset Canyon Drive. Turn right 
onto E. Harvard skirting the golf course. We meet at the entry 
kiosk area. Extra binoculars are available. Leaders: Nick 
Wilhelm and Mike Mc Horney, (818) 845-0166. 

Saturday, October 18. Monthly Field Trip to El Dorado Park 
in Long Beach. 8:00 a.m.  Directions: Take the 405 Freeway to 
the Studebaker Road exit in Long Beach. Go north on 
Studebaker to Spring Street, then turn east (right) on Spring to 
the park entrance. The parking fee is $7. Meet in the Nature 
Center parking lot. Leader: Richard Barth (310) 276-0342. 

Saturday, October 18. Bird Fest. Santa Monica Mountains 
Visitor Center at King Gillette Ranch. 9:30a.m.—4:00 p.m.  
26876 Mulholland Highway (just east of Las Virgenes) Calabasas, CA 
 91302.  Free event. Free parking. Co-sponsored by Western National 
Parks Association, San Fernando Valley Audubon Society, Santa 
Monica Bay Audubon Society, Conejo Valley Audubon Society, and 
the National Park Service. 

Guided Bird Walks - starting at 9:00 a.m.; last walk 
11:00 a.m. Lecture Programs: 

10 am – The Plight of the California Condors – Dianne 
Erskine-Hellrigel, Community Hiking Club 
11 am – Climate Change in Southern California: What will 
Happen to Your Favorite Birds? – Katy Delaney, National Park 
Service 
12 noon – Common Birds of the Santa Monica Mountains: 
Sights & Sounds – Don Klabunde, Conejo Valley Audubon 
1 pm – Beginner Birders:  How to Maximize Your Sightings – 
Anthony Bevilacqua, National Park Service 
2 pm – Restoring Habitat, One Yard at a Time – Alan Pollack, 
San Fernando Valley Audubon, National Wildlife Federation 
3 pm – Malibu Creek: It's for the Birds – Art Langton, San 
Fernando Valley Audubon 

Live Bird Program: 
11 am, 12 noon, 1 pm - The Nature of Wildworks 

There will be food, activities for children, plus a book signing by 
Mathew Tekulsky. For more information, see page three. 

Saturday, October 18. Santa Monica Mts. Conservancy Bird 
Walk at Towsley Canyon. 8:00–10:00 a.m. Directions: Go 
north on I-5 through Santa Clarita, exit Calgrove and turn west 
(left) under the freeway and then left again on the Old Road. 
Watch for the sign, “Ed Davis Park at Towsley Canyon.” Turn 
right and park in the back lot. Meet at the kiosk. Leader: Roger 
McClure. For further information, call (661) 252-6187. 

Sunday, October 19. Malibu Creek State Park Bird Walk. 
8:00 a.m. Meet at the second (lower) day-use parking lot. 
Entrance to the park is on the west side of Las Virgenes Road, 
just south of Mulholland Hwy. Entrance fee is $12 per car. 
Leader(s): Muriel Kotin, (310) 457-5796 and/or Art Langton. 

Tuesday, October 21. Weekday Walk at O’Melveny Park, 
Granada Hills. 9:00 a.m. Directions: Take the 118/Ronald 
Reagan Freeway and exit at Balboa Blvd. Turn north, driving 
two miles to Sesnon, turn left going west 0.6 miles, turn right at 
park entrance. Meet in the parking lot. RAIN CANCELS. 
Contact Carolyn Oppenheimer at (818) 885-7493 (before 7 
p.m.), or carolyn.oppenheimer@sfvaudubon.org. 

October 

mailto:kris.ohlenkamp@sfvaudubon.org
mailto:Carolyn.oppenheimer@sfvaudubon.org
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November 

Thursday, October 23. SFVAS General 
Membership Meeting.  7:00 p.m. Encino 
Community Center, 4935 Balboa Blvd., 
Encino. Located between Moorpark and 
Ventura Blvd., on the west side of Balboa, 
just south of the Presbyterian Church. TOPIC: Backyard Bird 
Photography. PRESENTER: Mathew Tekulsky. For more 
information see Monthly Program, page one.  

Saturday, October 25. Young Birders Group Bird Walk. 9:00 
a.m. Leaders Alexander and Olivia. For more information on 
location and directions please e-mail Rose Leibowitz at 
roselbirds@gmail.com, or call (818) 990-5405, or check out our 
website sfvaudubon.org. All young birders are welcome! 

Sunday, October 26 Lake Balboa Park & LA River Fall Clean 
Up. 8:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Southwest exit of Lake Balboa near 
Universal Access Baseball Diamonds. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult. Participants will follow the trails 
leading out of the south exit of Lake Balboa where the waterway 
drains into the LA River and clear trash down to the Burbank 
Blvd. overpass. Children ages 8-12 with the most trash in 
weight will win four tickets to Universal Studios! Please dress 
appropriately considering the weather. Meet at the Southwest 
exit of Lake Balboa near the Universal Access Baseball 
Diamonds. The formal rallying point including all updates is 
Lake Balboa LA River 2014 Fall Cleanup on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1514844895419080/ 

Saturday, November 1. Castaic Lake 
Bird Walk. 8:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 
Directions: Take closest freeway to I-5 

North and exit at Parker Road. Turn right and proceed to stop 
sign (Castaic Road), proceed to next stop sign (Lake Hughes 
Road), proceed to next stop sign (Castaic Lake Drive) and turn 
right. Entrance to the park is on the right. Parking is in Lot 4, so 
make a right turn after the kiosk, then an immediate left turn into 
the lot, parking to the left. Leader: Roger McClure. For 
information, contact the staff at (661) 257-4050. 

Sunday, November 2. Sepulveda Basin Bird Walk. 8:00 a.m. 
Directions: Exit the San Diego Freeway (I-405) on Burbank 
Blvd. Go west about one-half mile to Woodley Avenue and turn 
right (north). Travel about one-half mile to the second possible 
right turn (at sign for the Water Reclamation Plant and 
Japanese Garden). Turn right and go east about one-half mile 
to Wildlife Area parking at the end of the road. Leader: Kris 
Ohlenkamp. Contact him at kris.ohlenkamp@sfvaudubon.org or 
(747) 444-9683. 

Friday, November 7. Annual Conservation Awards Banquet. 
6:00—9:00 p.m. Join us as we honor Conservation Award 
recipient and guest speaker, Lewis MacAdams, and Service 
Award Recipient, Dottie Ecker. Location: “Monterey at Encino” 
16821 Burbank Blvd., Encino, CA 91436. See pages 1—2 for 
more information. 

Saturday, November 8. Beginners and Family Bird Walk. 
9:00–11:00 a.m.  These popular walks, designed for beginning 
birders and school-age children, have resumed for the current 
cool season. Directions: Exit the San Diego Freeway (I-405) on 
Burbank Blvd. Go west about one-half mile to Woodley Avenue 
and turn right (north). Travel about one-half mile to the second 
possible right turn (at sign for the Water Reclamation Plant and 
Japanese Garden). Turn right and go east about one-half mile 
to Wildlife Area parking at the end of the road. Meet across the 
road from the parking lot at the low buildings. Leader(s): Muriel 
Kotin, (310) 457-5796 or Diana Keeney, (818) 998-3216. 
Reservations are not needed except for large groups. Rain 
cancels. Please visit our website www.sfvaudubon.org. 

Saturday, November 8. Placerita Canyon Nature Center 
Docents’ Bird Walk. 8:00 a.m. Directions: Take the 405 or 5 
Freeway north to the 14 Freeway. Exit the 14 at Placerita 
Canyon. Turn right at the end of the off ramp and continue 
about 1.5 miles to the park entrance. Turn right and park at the 
Nature Center. Various leaders. For more information, call the 
Nature Center at (661) 259-7721. 

Sunday, November 9. Wildwood Canyon Birdwalk, 
Glendale. 9:00–11:00 a.m. Directions: From  the I 5 
Northbound: Take Exit 146A toward Olive Avenue merge onto 
E. Angeleno Avenue and turn left onto S. First Street, then take 
the first right onto E. Olive Avenue. Continue 1.2 miles and turn 
left onto N. Sunset Canyon Drive. Turn right onto E. Harvard 
skirting the golf course. We meet at the entry kiosk area. Extra 
binoculars are available. Leaders: Nick Wilhelm and Mike Mc 
Horney, (818) 845-0166. 

Saturday, November 15. Monthly Field Trip: Ventura Harbor 
and Water Treatment Ponds. 8:00 a.m. Directions: From the 
San Fernando Valley, take the 101 Freeway to the city of 
Ventura, exit Seaward Avenue, turn left over the freeway, then 
immediately left (south) on Harbor Blvd. to Spinnaker Drive and 
proceed to the end. Look for birders in the last parking lot on the 
left. Leader: Richard Barth, (310) 276-0342. 

Saturday, November 15. Santa Monica Mts. Conservancy 
Bird Walk at Towsley Canyon. 8:00–10:00 a.m. Directions: 
Go north on I-5 through Santa Clarita, exit Calgrove and turn 
west (left) under the freeway and then left again on the Old 
Road. Watch for the sign, “Ed Davis Park at Towsley Canyon.” 
Turn right and park in the back lot. Meet at the kiosk. Leader: 
Roger McClure. For further information, call (661) 252-6187. 

Sunday, November 16. Malibu Creek State Park Bird Walk. 
8:00 a.m. Meet at the second (lower) day-use parking lot. 
Entrance to the park is on the west side of Las Virgenes Road, 
just south of Mulholland Hwy. Entrance fee is $12 per car. 
Leader: Muriel Kotin and/or Art Langton. 

Tuesday, November 18. O’Melveny Weekday Walk at 
O’Melveny Park, Granada Hills. 9:00 a.m. Directions: Take 

mailto:roselbirds@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1514844895419080/
mailto:kris.ohlenkamp@sfvaudubon.org
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the 118/Ronald Reagan Freeway and exit at Balboa Blvd. Turn 
north, driving two miles to Sesnon, turn left going west 0.6 
miles, turn right at park entrance. Meet in the parking lot. RAIN 
CANCELS. Contact Carolyn Oppenheimer at (818) 885-7493 
(before 7 p.m.), or carolyn.oppenheimer@sfvaudubon.org. 

Monday, November 24. SFVAS Board Meeting. 7:00 p.m. 
Wild Wings Nature Store. 4337 Woodman Ave., Sherman Oaks. 
(818) 995-0022. Please bring your own chair. 

Thursday, November 27. No General Membership Meeting 
in November – HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

Saturday, November 29. Young Birders Group Bird Walk. 
Franklin Canyon Park, 2600 Franklin Canyon Dr, Beverly 
Hills. 9:00 a.m. For more information please e-mail Rose 
Leibowitz at roselbirds@gmail.com, or call (818) 990-5405. 

Future Field Trips (details later): 

No Monthly Field Trip in December. Join us for the 
December 20 Christmas Bird Count and pot luck. 

January 17.  Upper Newport Bay & San Joaquin Wildlife 
Sanctuary 

 

 

Second Saturday Bird Walks 

For Families and Beginners  

9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 

OOccttoobbeerr  tthhrroouugghh  

MMaarrcchh    

Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve  (FREE) 

San Fernando Valley Audubon will lead bird walks 

for families and beginners on second Saturdays, 

October 2014—March 2015. (Saturdays Oct. 11, 

Nov. 8, Dec. 13, Jan. 10, Feb. 14, and Mar. 14.)  

Stroll through the lovely Sepulveda Basin Wildlife 

Reserve with a guide, enjoying its trails and wildlife 

lake. Many kinds of birds may be found here. Learn 

about the birds and why they come here. 

The walks are for: 

 Families with school-age children 

 People trying their first bird walk 

 Beginning birdwatchers 

Time and Meeting Place: The Wildlife Area 

entrance and amphitheater are in the southeast 

part of Woodley Park. Meet at the amphitheater at 

9:00 a.m.  

Directions: Turn north from Burbank Bl. onto 

Woodley Ave., which is ½ mile west of the San Diego 

Freeway (I-405). Travel about ½ mile to the second 

possible right turn and turn east (right) at the sign 

for the Wildlife Reserve. Bear right at the fork in 

the road and go east ½ mile to the Wildlife Area 

parking. Walk south past the monumental rocks and 

restroom building to the amphitheater. 

Equipment and Clothing: Wear sturdy shoes and 

layered clothing. A cap or hat with a brim is 

suggested. We have binoculars to loan or you can 

use your own. 

More Information: Muriel Kotin at 310.457-5796, 

Diana Keeney at 818.998-3216 or visit San Fernando 

Valley Audubon's website www.sfvaudubon.org. 

Reservations are not needed except for large 

groups.  Rain cancels.  

mailto:Carolyn.oppenheimer@sfvaudubon.org
mailto:roselbirds@gmail.com
http://www.sfvaudubon.org/
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Phainopepla Photo of the Month: Greater Roadrunner by Gertrude (Gee Gee) Barden    

Location of Shot: Porter Ranch, California 

Date:  7-13-14 

Camera and Lens:  Nikon COOLPIX S8100 

Account of How Photo was Taken: I first noticed the roadrunner from a 
kitchen window at about 1:20 PM in the afternoon. It was right outside only 
about six feet from the house on the cement of the patio. I quickly got my 
camera, opened the sliding glass door to the patio and started taking 
pictures, including one of the bird on a nearby table that it hopped onto. I 
followed and observed the bird on our property for almost 15 minutes, 
finally leaving it to carry on with its activities without any interference from 
me. The picture I am submitting is of the bird perched on the top of a metal 
fence at the side of our property. I would guess that this is very probably 

the same bird that first appeared on May 25, a report of that brief visit appearing in the August-September Phainopepla (p. 9). I 
was more than delighted that it returned exactly seven weeks later and allowed me to do a photoshoot.   

Profile of the Photographer: I am a retired clinical microbiologist who grew up in Maine in a family of nature lovers, including my 
dad, who was an ornithologist. Two of my main current activities are ballroom dancing, with which my husband and I are heavily 
involved, and watercolor painting. I was first introduced to watercolor painting at the Ladybird Johnson Wildflower Center when we 
lived in Austin, Texas, in 1999-2001 and have since taken classes in a variety of locations. I paint mostly landscapes, flowers, and 
birds. My most recent painting and one of my favorites is of a great blue heron at the edge of a salt marsh. -Gertrude (Gee Gee) 
Barden 

Do you have an interesting photo of a bird taken in/near the San Fernando Valley? 

Please submit your photos to JackieWollner@gmail.com. Or you can post to our Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/sfvaudubon. Please 
include location, date, camera and lens info, a short account of how the photo was taken, and a profile of the photographer. Let us see your bird 
photos! Thanks, Jackie 

 

Monthly Field Trip Reports by Richard Barth 

July 19 marked our field trip to Mt. Pinos on the Kern County/Ventura County border. We had multiple sightings of target species 
Clark’s Nutcracker, Dusky Flycatcher, Green-tailed Towhee and “Thick-billed” Fox Sparrow. Both Cassin’s and Purple Finches 
were on hand. Mountain Quail was spotted along the road driving up. As expected we saw Pygmy and White-breasted Nuthatches 
and were especially successful with Brown Creeper this trip. Rufous Hummingbird can be seen moving through in July, and we 
tallied one individual. We saw Northern Flicker, but were disappointed in not finding White-headed Woodpecker and Hairy 
Woodpecker. “Oregon” Dark-eyed Juncos were abundant. Olive-sided Flycatcher, Mountain Chickadee, Western Wood-Pewee, 
Band-tailed Pigeon, Violet-green Swallow, Steller’s Jay, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Western Bluebird, American Robin, Chipping 
Sparrow, California Quail and House Wren all made a showing. Unfortunately no Townsend’s Solitaire this time. 

On August 16 we birded the Chilao, Buckhorn and Charlton Flat areas along Angeles Crest Hwy in the San Gabriel Mountains. A 
male Williamson’s Sapsucker, seen at Chilao before the walk began, was at a low elevation for mid-August. Certainly the bird of 
the day was a Northern Pygmy Owl, spotted at Charlton Flat by Kerry Morris and well seen by all. Red Crossbills, not found in 
most years on this trip, were present and accounted for this time. Target birds Hairy Woodpecker and Green-tailed Towhee did not 
disappoint. Our warblers were Hermit, Wilson’s, Yellow-rumped and Orange-crowned. Not too surprising, although in the 
mountains, was a Bell’s Sparrow (formerly Sage Sparrow), known to disperse upslope from the floor of the Antelope Valley post-
breeding. Also of interest on this productive day were Brown Creeper, White-headed Woodpecker, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Purple 
Finch (tallied before the walk began), White-breasted and Pygmy Nuthatches, Mountain Chickadee, Oak Titmouse, Band-tailed 
Pigeon, Western Wood-Pewee, Western Tanager, Steller’s Jay, Northern Flicker and Western Bluebird. We missed Townsend’s 
Solitaire, Clark’s Nutcracker and “Thick-billed” Fox Sparrow, and failed to get definitive views of the usually reliable Dusky 
Flycatchers here. 

  

mailto:JackieWollner@gmail.com
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NEWS FROM THE BIRD OBSERVATORY 

Does the Drought Impact Bird Numbers? —by Mark Osokow 

 It has been well publicized recently that 
California is in the midst of its worst drought since the 
start of record keeping in the 1890s. The San Fernando 
Valley Bird Observatory has been engaged in systematic 
monitoring of birds at its Santa Susana Field Laboratory 
(SSFL) Station since 2011. As a result, there exists a 
substantial database that can used to evaluate the 
impact of the drought on bird life in that area. Although 
there are additional sources of data, the data presented 
here was acquired in two ways. These are bird banding 
and point counts. 

 Briefly described, bird banding at SSFL involves 
capturing birds in mist nets deployed at fixed locations 
(to enable repeatability). Standard uniquely numbered 
leg bands, acquired from the federal Bird Banding 
Laboratory under permit, are applied so that individual 
birds can be identified if they are re-captured. Birds 
captured are identified to species, age and sex 
determined, and their conditions evaluated. They are 
then released unharmed. Point counts are conducted 
along a fixed route, where fixed counting stations, the 
points, have been established. Birds are counted at each 
point for a fixed period of time during each set of counts. 
This method allows for precise repeatability of the route, 
points, and time spent counting that enables 
comparisons to be made among the count sessions, 
between points along the route, or among any sets of 
points. 

 Since the banding station became operational, 
435 birds have been captured and banded. An additional 
80 birds have been captured but not banded. This 
includes hummingbirds, which we do not band, and 
individuals that escaped before being banded. Of the 
birds banded, there have been 84 recaptures, including 
individuals recaptured more than once. During the same 
period of time 3386 birds have been counted during 
monthly counts at seven points. (An additional point was 
established in 2014 but is excluded from consideration 
here, since no comparisons are possible with previous 
years’ counts.) 

 A rough analysis is possible for the periods from 
January through August for the years 2012 through 2014 
for which these months are represented with banding 

data up to the present. Adjustments may be needed to 
account for discrepancies in the number of banding 
sessions held in each year during the period; however, 
this is not likely to alter the interpretation. The 
unadjusted data are presented in the table. Note also 
that it is not always possible to determine whether some 
unbanded birds of the same species represent one or 
more than one individual. Therefore, the numbers in the 
table are conservative, as they represent only the 
number of distinctly identifiable individuals. The actual 
number of individuals may be somewhat higher. 

 

Year Birds 
Banded  

Minimum # 
Unbanded 

Recaptured Total 

2012 94 16 23 133 

2013 80 18 25 123 

2014 46 6 9 61 

 It is clear from the table that captures in all 
classes declined precipitously from the two previous 
years. The decline is greater than 50% in most cases. The 
data also hints at a decline that was already underway in 
2013, also a drought year. The situation is similar in the 
case of point counts as the next table shows. 

 

Year 2012 2013 2014 Total 

Birds 
Counted  

752 659 433 1844 

Birds per 
Count 

94 73 54  

Birds per 
Point 

13 10 8  

 Aside from the differences in magnitude, the 
decline in counts suggests that the decline in bird 
captures is not simply an artifact of that method or due 
to some peculiarity of the mist netting locations and vice 
versa!  It is strong corroborating evidence that the effect 
is real and not due to some bias. 

 However, although the drought is implicated, a 
number of different mechanisms can theoretically 
produce these kinds of results. Such matters require 
greater consideration and will be the subject of future 
articles. 
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Audubon-at-Home by Alan Pollack 

A Water-wise, Wildlife Garden, part 1 

We living here in Southern California are lucky to be in a 
Mediterranean climate where a huge variety of plant species can 
grow. However, we are not so blessed when it comes to rainfall. Here 
in the LA area, in the last 25 years, we have received our 14” 
average rainfall only eight times. This proneness to drought could 
extend for years and some experts are speculating, for decades into 
the future. It is therefore imperative to implement water conserving 
measures in our gardens. In this article and in the next issue I will 
offer some suggestions. 

The first and perhaps the most efficacious for saving water, is to 
reduce or eliminate lawn. It is estimated that there are 20-30 million 
acres of lawn in the United States. The expansive, manicured lawn 
tradition found its way to this country from soggy olde England, 
where it evolved as a status symbol-the more acres of sod lawn you 
had, the richer you were. In most U.S. cities, lawns consume 
between 30-60% of municipal water supplies and in some areas (like 
the San Fernando Valley where I live) that figure is probably closer to 
80%. And of what value is lawn for wildlife? Almost none. 

The lawn story gets worse. In addition to water gluttony, large swaths 
of lawn are often doused with millions of pounds of synthetic 
pesticides and herbicides which negatively affect the ecosystem in 
our soil, as well as poisoning any critter that happens to feed on the 
poisoned lawn pest (and so on up the food chain). Add to that the 
millions of pounds of chemical fertilizers applied to lawns and 
consider that all of these chemicals will percolate into our 
groundwater as run-off (because many homeowners over water their 

lawns) into our streets, sewers, streams, rivers, and ultimately into 
the ocean where they do their toxic damage. There are now over 400 
dead zones in the planet’s oceans where nothing grows because of 
the pollutants we dump in them. And let us not forget the CO2 that is 
pumped into the atmosphere from all those gasoline powered lawn 
mowers and leaf blowers. And last but not least, there are the health 
problems that all these products potentially cause, especially in 
children, and in the workers who use them regularly. 

Alternatives to lawn: If the lawn is used for children to play on, 
consider a low growing, low water using, low maintenance native 
groundcover or an unplanted area of decomposed granite. If the lawn 
is simply decorative, consider replacing it with a meadow of native 
grasses and perennials, or beds for native plants connected by paths 
of decomposed granite, or a rock garden, or a succulent garden. Any 
of these choices will not only conserve water, but also save you time, 
energy, and money. In the process you will also be providing a 
welcoming habitat for our wild friends. 

By now, many of you have learned that the LADWP is offering 
$3/square foot to replace your lawn with a low water using, drought 
tolerant landscape. To qualify, you must provide pictures of a 
GREEN lawn, not a dead one. Because they require the job to be 
completed within four months and because the best time to plant 
natives is in the late fall / early winter, it’s best to apply at this time 
rather than in the late winter / spring months. And, of course, I am 
available to help plant that new, wildlife-friendly, drought tolerant 
landscape! 

Please e-mail Alan Pollack, our Audubon-at-Home Chair, with any questions you have with regard to creating a wildlife-friendly garden 
that can be used for publication. Alan offers FREE consultation/landscape design to help you make your yard wildlife friendly. He also 
gives a FREE, PowerPoint slide show/lecture to community groups, high school, and college classes on attracting wildlife to your garden 
and sustainable gardening practices. He can be contacted at (818) 340-2347 or at alan.pollack@sfvaudubon.org.  

 

P L A N 

Public Land Alliance Network ▪ Nature by 
Design Conference 

An alliance network of conservation-environmental organizations 
and local City/County Planners and the related government 
agencies 

Dedicated to a balance of public and private land to support a 
sustainable life for humans, pets & horses, and wildlife.   

Saturday, October 18, 2014, from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm 

King Gillette Ranch: 26800 Mulholland Highway, Calabasas, CA 
91302 

Come and learn about the PLAN-Nature by Design conference that 
will build support to protect and provide wildlife corridors, animals 
and the habitat they depend on, and preserve open space and 

parkland. This can be accomplished by establishing a Public Land 
Alliance Network (PLAN) through environmental activists dedicated 
to preventing unchecked urban sprawl. The open space will include 
mountains, ridgelines, grasslands, watersheds, coastal land, and 
significant ecological areas. To protect these gains we need to 
educate youngsters and adults on the importance of open space 
issues. Come to the conference to hear ideas and how we can 
network together to accomplish these goals. 

Attendance:  $25.00 includes food & beverages:  Morning bagels & 
fruit; lunch sandwiches with beverages 

Hosted by Mountains Recreation Conservation Authority 
Sponsored by Santa Susana Mountain Park Association 
For more information to attend PLAN, please go on this website:  
www.ssmpa.com/PLANnbdc 
Questions?   Contact:  Carla Bollinger: (818) 307-6418 or e-mail:  
mail@ssmpa.com 

 

file:///C:/Users/Rebecca/Documents/Phaino%20Drafts/alan.pollack@sfvaudubon.org
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Birds, Reptiles, Monarchs, Spiders, and Insects 

The following is the second part of a two part article by Bonnie McFarlin of Wild Wings – Your Backyard Nature Store 

Friends of the Earth: Part 2 

BIRDS, SPIDERS, REPTILES AND OTHER INSECTS ARE OUR 
NATURAL INSECTICIDES. Please avoid using insecticides as these 
poison’s go right up the food chain from insects to birds to larger 
animals and eventually to us. Let’s take our smallest garden birds, the 
hummingbirds. They eat small insects such as mosquitoes, aphids, 
gnats, midges, flying ants, and whiteflies. This is their main source of 
protein; they need it for their survival. The female will feed her babies 
with a mixture of nectar and tiny insects and spiders that she will 
collect in her crop and regurgitate into the mouths of the young. The 
insects and spiders will provide the protein that the baby 
hummingbirds need to grow. Here are a few more of our insect and 
spider eating birds that would be wonderful to find in your backyard: 
Bewick’s or House Wrens, our most likely birdhouse nesters; Bushtits, 
and warblers such as Yellow-rumped and Orange-crowned, 
flycatchers like the Black Phoebe and Western Kingbird, and thrushes 
such as the American Robin and Western Bluebird, as well as 
woodpeckers, nuthatches, and chickadees.   

Pesticides are having a devastating effect on invertebrates such as 
butterflies and solitary bumble and honey bees. Because of the loss of 
pollinating bees, humans are attempting to hand pollinate in China, but 
with unsatisfactory results. According to the Xerces Society, Monarch 
Butterfly numbers have declined by 90% over the last two decades, 
and the loss of milkweed, the necessary host plant for monarch 
caterpillars, is one of the key factors responsible for the decline. “To 
avoid further Monarch declines,” noted Make Way for Monarchs 
cofounder, Gary Nabhan stated, “we need to support farmers and 
public land managers to plant milkweeds and other native wildflowers 

on 10 to 20 million acres over the coming years.” This initiative will 
restore milkweed, Monarch nectar plants and pesticide-free areas to 
the landscape.  

While Monarch Butterflies drink nectar for nourishment from 
thousands of different species of native and cultivated flowers, the 
foliage of milkweed is the only food source on which Monarch 
caterpillars can feed. Without milkweed, there will be no monarchs. 

“Farmers and ranchers can be engaged and given financial incentives 
so that they can be part of the solution to bring back this iconic 
butterfly,” said Scott Hoffman Black, executive director of the Xerces 
Society of Invertebrate Conservation. “Pollinators like Monarchs 
provide essential services that ensure food security and farmland 
health.” Please visit the Xerces Society’s amazing website to learn 
more about pollinator preservation and join in the fight to save these 
indispensable and beautiful creatures.  

We can all do our part by planting native milkweed in our yards.  Wild 
Wings currently has a limited supply of Narrow-leaf Milkweed seeds. 
Narrow-leaf Milkweed (Asclepias fascicularis) is a California native, 
and fall is the best time to plant it. For organic control of aphids and 
other sap-sucking insects, Wild Wings carries live Lady Bugs and 
Lacewing eggs. Both of these insects can be used to successfully 
control aphids and other plant damaging sap-sucking insects. 

At Wild Wings we constantly search for earth friendly and Made-in-the-
USA products. 

Membership A big thank you to the National Members who responded to last month's article by becoming local members too! 

Whether you belong to National or Local or both, remember you are always welcome on any of our activities and we have plenty to get involved 
in! Please contact Lynn Maddox, Membership Chair, with any questions at lynn.maddox@sfvaudubon.org. 

Local: 
Suzanne Avila 
Lisa Negri 
Carolyn 
Oppenheimer 
Ivee Stassi 
National: 
Robert Abeles 
Vaik Abelyan 
Alan Amundsen 
Ondine Angarola 
Vassilios Avramis 
Hamlet Bahramian 
Sheila Balok 
Emily Banno 
Angela Bardowell 
Lorraine Bartlett 
Clark Behnke 
Barbara Bernd 
Cynthia Brabant 
Kitty Briley 
Donna Brown 
Robert Browning 
William Bulick 
Jules Burg 

Katharine 
Butterworth 
Thomas Byrd 
Louise Cavallin 
K. Collins 
Nancy Cook 
Philip Cozzo 
Patricia Craven 
Claudia Culling 
Patsy Danskin 
Jay Davies 
Joan Day 
Annette Deyoung 
Jeremiah Donnelly 
Linda Dowell 
Gail Edgar 
Helen Evnitsky 
Donald Farra 
Fran Fiel 
Barbara Fitzgerald 
T. Flaharty 
Mary Gayman 
Ann Goldberg 
Marilyn Goldstein 
C. Golliher 

Linda Gorman 
Gundy Grandt 
Lauren Greenberg 
Jill Groswirth 
Alice Gurney 
Elisa Ha 
Sarah Hall 
Scott & Joan Harris 
Madelynne Harte 
Marcy Heider 
Sharon Henderson 
June Henoch 
Rosalyn Heyman 
Lindsey Hinther 
Melinda Hovsepian 
Ali Jones 
Lilli Kalmenson 
Carlos Khantzis 
Jan Kidwell 
Francesca Koljan 
Carolyn Kornfield 
Vasant Kshirsagar 
Linda Ladwig 
Jennifer Lancaster 
Marilyn Lasarow 

Janet Lownik 
Laurel Mahoney 
Jeffrey Mann 
Laura Matsunaga 
Denise Mazzarella 
Gordon McGregor 
Patsy McGuirk 
Stella McKane 
Louise McNamara 
Caroline McRoy 
Mary McVay 
Ed Mizrahi 
Glenn Moore 
Kenneth Mote 
Howard Myerhoff 
Frank Navarro 
Mary Newbold 
Lee Nicolai 
Anis Ohochion 
Ruth Okimoto 
Jack Oliver 
Andrea Oniel 
Morgan Pansing 
Bill Papalexis 
June Peterson 

Roger Petrusson 
Edith Pierson 
Joseph Podell 
Bessie Popovac 
Dolores Ramirez 
Leslie Renter 
Rob Larsen & Rey 
Ramos 
Kellee Richards 
Kymberleigh 
Richards 
L. Rift 
Kathleen Ritner 
Lois Rodriguez 
John Ruck 
Arlene Rutherford 
Jon Rutkowski 
Albert & Ma 
ElenSaanchez 
Les Saunders 
Nancy Schoenfeld 
Tawny Schoenfeldt 
Arline Seals 
Gerald Shott 
Vickie Showalter 

Irene Slade 
Linda Snyder 
Julian Sonnega 
Hollie Spencer 
Roberta Spendley 
Randy Springer 
Gloria Stein 
Elsi Strausberg 
Janice Swan 
John Terlesky 
Larry Upp 
Jearald Van Meter 
Bob Walden 
Larry Walker 
Valerie Wasmer 
Marilyn Weinstein 
Marianne Wiggins 
Helen Wirth 
Jody Wyse 
Peterson 
Adam Yates 
Maria Zevallos 
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SAN FERNANDO VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY  
 

EXCUTIVE OFFICERS  
President: Rose Leibowitz (818) 990-5405 
1st Vice President: Heather Medvitz (818) 222-4430 
2nd Vice President Diana Keeney (818) 998-3216 
Treasurer: Pat Bates (818) 425-0962 
Corresponding Sec’y: Becky Arntzen (818) 761-6692 
Recording Sec’y: Lynn Maddox (818) 845-4688 
 
DIRECTORS 
Scott Logan (818) 995-0022 
Paula Orlovich (818) 728-9838 
Dave Collins (661) 406-7689 
Jackie Wollner (818) 989-4543 
Jeanne Kolasz (818) 421-9807 
Jim Houghton unpublished 
 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
Antelope Valley Co-Chairs: Linda Edwards  (661) 948-3524 
 & Vern Benhart  
Audubon-at-Home: Alan Pollack (818) 340-2347 
Bird Observatory: Mark Osokow unpublished 
Birdathon: Diana Keeney (818) 998-3216 
Christmas Bird Count: Jim Moore (661) 298-1130  
College Conservation: Carolyn Oppenheimer (818) 885-7493 
Communications: OPEN 
Community Outreach: Sharon Ford (818) 780-5816 
Conservation: Dave Weeshoff (818) 618-1652 
Descanso Bird Station Dottie Ecker (818) 790-0659 
Education Classroom: Dave Weeshoff (818) 618-1652 
Education-SBEEP: Paula Orlovich (818) 728-9838 
Facebook Jackie Wollner (818) 989-4543 
Field Trips: Richard Barth (310) 276-0342 
Finance: Pat Bates (818) 425-0962 
Hospitality: Pam Folgert (818) 348-9904 
Malibu Creek Bird Walk: Muriel Kotin (310) 457-5796 
 Art Langton (818) 887-0973 
Membership: Lynn Maddox (818) 845-4688 
O’Melveny Bird Walk: Carolyn Oppenheimer (818) 885-7493 
Phainopepla Editor: Rebecca LeVine (818) 776-0881 
Programs: Heather Medvitz (818) 222-4430 
Publicity: OPEN  
Sales & Service: Sharon Ford (818) 780-5816 
Sepulveda Bird Walks: Kris Ohlenkamp (747) 444-9683 
Sep. Basin Steering Comm. Muriel Kotin (310) 457-5796 
Web Coordinator: Dave Collins (661) 406-7689 
Youth Activities: Muriel Kotin (310) 457-5796 
 
For Chapter leaders’ e-mail addresses, see our website: 

 www.SFVAudubon.org 
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Valley Audubon Society. All rights reserved. All photographs 
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The PHAINOPEPLA, published six times a year, is the newsletter of the San 
Fernando Valley Audubon Society, P.O. Box 7769, Van Nuys, CA 91409. San 
Fernando Valley Audubon Society is a chapter of the National Audubon Society, a 
non-profit conservation/education organization, and is dedicated to “the 
conservation of wildlife and natural resources.” 

Articles, letters, drawings, and photographs concerning conservation, the science 
and ecology, birding, chapter activities, and articles of interest to the membership 
are welcome for publication in the PHAINOPEPLA. 

Material from other newsletters or newspapers should include the source and date. 
Copy for the PHAINOPEPLA should be in the hands of the editor by the 3rd of the 
month to be included in the following month’s newsletter. 

Membership in the National Audubon Society is $20 and should be sent separately 
to: 

National Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 420235 
Palm Coast, FL 32142-0235 

For renewals, use the form in the National Audubon magazine, “Audubon.” 

If you have any questions about membership, renewals, change of address or any 
other membership concerns, please contact Lynn Maddox at (818) 845-4688 or e-
mail her at Lynn.Maddox@sfvaudubon.org.  

Become a member of the 
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY 
Mail the form below, and include a check made 
payable to SFV Audubon Society:  

    P.O. Box 7769 
    Van Nuys, CA 91409 
Attn: Membership 

SFVAS MEMBERSHIP 

Regular 1-yr Chapter Membership…$25 $ _____ 

1-yr Chapter Membership (No paper  
copy of Phainopepla)……….....…….$20 $ _____ 

Student 1-yr Chapter Membership…$10 $ _____ 

Tax Deductable Contribution to SFVAS $ _____ 

Total $ _____ 

New Member ___   Renewal ___ School __________ 

Name ______________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________ 

City, State, ZIP _______________________________ 

Phone ______________________________________ 

E-mail ______________________________________ 

How did you learn about SFVAS? 
____________________________________________ 

http://www.sfvaudubon.org/
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=like+us+on+facebook+icon&start=131&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&biw=1125&bih=528&tbm=isch&tbnid=cq7pUOZpWaAlNM:&imgrefurl=http://www.sru.edu/academics/colleges/ches/stormharbor&docid=ycHk-YRvg58ryM&imgurl=http://www.sru.edu/academics/colleges/ches/stormharbor/PublishingImages/facebookIcon.png&w=476&h=147&ei=wWKxT6uZKeWQiALSuuWYBA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=705&vpy=279&dur=5912&hovh=117&hovw=380&tx=310&ty=82&sig=116248408646095222811&page=10&tbnh=60&tbnw=194&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:9,s:131,i:128
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San Fernando Valley Audubon Society Awards Banquet 
Conservation Award Recipient & Speaker: Lewis MacAdams, President and Founder of 

FoLAR (Friends of the LA River) 

Service Award Recipient: Dottie Ecker, Descanso Bird Station Leader 

Friday, November 7, 2014   
Monterey at Encino, 16821 Burbank Blvd., Encino, CA 91436 

6:00 p.m. Silent Auction & Raffle – 7:00 p.m. Dinner 

Cost: $45.00 (including tax/tip) for reservations received by October 15;  $50 after October 15. 

 

Meal Choices:  _____  Chicken Marsala        _____ Roast Beef       _____ Pasta Primavera 

Name(s)_____________________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail______________________________________________________ Phone____________________ 

Enclosed is my check for ______________ payable to “San Fernando Valley Audubon Society”  
Please mail to SFVAS, PO Box 7769, Van Nuys, CA 91409-7769  (Attn: Banquet)  

OR 
Pay online via PayPal at our Website (www.SFVAudubon.org).  Click on the Merchandise page. 

No confirmation will be sent. Reservations will be held at the door. 
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